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up to him a certain portion of the wall where he commanded.
To carry out his scheme, Fabius moved with a portion of his
fleet from his position on the south round to the east side of
the town near the spot agreed upon. On the next day, be-
fore daybreak, at a given signal, demonstrations were made
all along the line, with trumpets blaring and as much noise
as could well be made. Nico and Democrates, in command,
scarcely knew to which side to turn, and under cover of the
confusion, the Roman legionaries landed from the vessels,
mounted that part of the wall which had been selected and
which was found deserted, and speedily opened the gates.
At daybreak all Fabius' troops forced their way into the
town. Mco and Democrates made a stout resistance in the
market place, but were overpowered and both slain. The
slaughter was immense. The city was given over to plunder,
thirty thousand inhabitants were sold as slaves and much
treasure was taken.

Hannibal, on reaching the vicinity, camped three miles dis-
tant from Tarentum. But as he could now accomplish noth-
ing, in a day or two he withdrew to Metapontum. From this
place he tried one more stratagem on Fabius. He caused
letters to be sent by the authorities of the town to this gen-
eral, proposing surrender on given terms on a certain day,
while he, with his army, marched out and lay in ambush on
the road he hoped Fabius might take. The cautious Roman
came close to falling into the trap, but, held back by inauspi-
cious sacrifices, he finally remained in Tarentum. Seeing his
scheme thwarted, Hannibal definitely took up his quarters in
Metapontum, where he was watched at a distance by the three
Roman armies. Despite the serious reverse in the capture of
Tarentum, it appears that Hannibal remained practically
master of the entire region within the boundaries of the Ro-
man forces. He marched to and fro on his foraging excur- was politic enough to treat the townsh,at)s now tho most important objective of tho Roman arms*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